
Algonquin Trail Update 
United Townships of Head, Clara and Maria 

January 23, 2018 

www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca 

1 



CP Rail Timeline 
 
• Jan. 5th, 2010 – CP met with County to advise of Notice of Sale & Discontinuance. 
• Feb. 1st, 2010 – CP advertised to obtain expressions of interest from other railroad operators. 
• Apr. 5th, 2010 – Response was due by interested private sector parties (no interest received). 
• Nov. 5th, 2010 – Government of Canada option to purchase deadline. 
• Oct. 6th, 2010 – Deadline for negotiations if there was an offer to operate the line. 
• Dec. 6th, 2010 – Minister of Transportation, Province of Ontario option to purchase deadline. 
Federal Response: 
• Federal Rail Freight Service Panel Review received many requests for a Moratorium on 

discontinuing Short Line Railways. 
• Recommendations included expanding the Panel’s mandate to evaluate ongoing 

discontinuations. 
• Rail Panel’s Final Report presented to Minister Merrifield - December 22nd, 2010. 
Provincial Response: 
• Not the mandate of the Province to operate railways as this is a Federal responsibility. 

Background 
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1. The County of Renfrew shall purchase future surplus 
abandoned railway rights-of-way as they become available, 
from time-to-time, for use as future transportation and utility 
corridors.  In order to implement this policy, County Council 
shall seek to enter into an agreement with the owners of 
railway rights-of-way in Renfrew County to secure the 
opportunities to acquire surplus abandoned rights-of-way 
when such rights-of-way become available for acquisition by 
the County of Renfrew.  Individual agreements will define in 
greater detail the location of lands to be made available for 
acquisition. 
 
 

COUNTY OF RENFREW 
ABANDONED RAILWAY RIGHTS-OF-WAY POLICY 

August 27, 1997 County Council meeting 
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Corridor Facts PRIVATE AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

The abandoned rail corridor runs 
from Smiths Falls to Mattawa 
 
2,447 ac  
296 kms in length 
+/- 90 feet width 
37 bridges and underpasses 
 
Lanark County 
(4 local municipalities) 
City of Ottawa 
Renfrew County  
(10 local municipalities) 
City of Pembroke 
Papineau-Cameron Township 
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1,788 ac  
219 kms in length 
+/- 90 feet width 
29 bridges and underpasses 
travels through 10 local municipalities 
and the City of Pembroke 
 
 

PRIVATE AND 
CONFIDENTIAL Corridor Facts 

Renfrew County 

7 



Corridor Facts – Head, Clara & Maria 
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~65 km 
11 road crossings 
Algonquin Trail Crown Land = 48 km (74%) 
Algonquin Trail Private Land = 17 km (26%) 
 



Partnership 
By-law 64-13 
A BY-LAW AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF RENFREW TO ENTER 
INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE 
COUNTY OF LANARK AND THE TOWNSHIP OF PAPINEAU-
CAMERON (2013) 
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Cost Sharing 
The Partners have agreed to use the averaging of appraisal value percentage, length 
percentage & area percentage of corridor in each jurisdiction for the percentage of 
cost sharing for each Partner. 
 
  

Averaging the 
percentage of length, 

appraisal & area 

Papineau-Cameron 8.73% 

Lanark 19.21% 

Renfrew 72.06% 

   

*City of Ottawa percentages with Lanark & City of Pembroke percentages with Renfrew 
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Appraisal 

Antec Appraisal Group appraised the abandoned rail corridor with a value of 
$77,692,039 which is being used by the Partners for the official tax receipt portion of 
purchase. 
 
  

   

Appraisal was presented to the Partners in 2014 and County Council in September 
2015. 
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Asset Donation Agreement 
Cash 
        On August 25, 2015 CP provided the Partners with a draft Agreement of Purchase 

and Sale for review and acceptance of the abandoned rail corridor. The cash 
portion of the purchase is $500,000. Partners have agreed to the cash portion of 
$500,000 plus a tax receipt of $77,192,039 totalling the appraised value of 
$77,692,039 (price paid via cash and tax receipt cannot be more than appraisal value).   

   

Averaging the 
percentage of length, 

appraisal & area 
Purchase Price 

$500,000  

Papineau-Cameron 8.73% $43,650 

Lanark 19.21% $96,050 

Renfrew 72.06% $360,300 

April 2017 the Partners signed the Asset Donation Agreement 
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Asset Donation Agreement 
Phases 
        CP proposed the corridor be split into three closings based on ability to produce 

transferable descriptions starting with the most easterly section. At the same time 
it is agreed that the Partners will lease the lands while the transfers are 
proceeding. Lease cost is $10.00 per year and the corresponding municipal taxes 
pending the completion of the phases. 

  
  Phase 1 Phase II Phase III Total 

  $250,000 $200,000 $50,000 $500,000 

Papineau-Cameron $0 $0 $43,650 $43,650 

Lanark $96,050 $0 $0 $96,050 

Renfrew County  $153,950 (82km) 
Closing Date Oct 05, 2016 

$200,000 (43 km) 
Closing Date April 01, 2017 

 

$6,350 (93 km) 
Closing Date April 01, 2018 

 

$360,300 
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Guiding Principles 
Asset Donation Agreement  

 
• Cash 
• Tax Receipt 
• Environmental  

• CP indemnifies the County of any pre-existing conditions 
• Surveying 

Phase 1, the lesser of 50% of the total surveying cost and $70,000 
Phase 2, the lesser of 50% of the total surveying cost and $50,000 
Phase 3, the lesser of 50% of the total surveying cost and $10,000 

• Continuous Corridor 
• Infrastructure 

 Partners have agreed to the “as is” condition of all structures along the corridor 
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Open Houses    

County staff held 6 open houses for public and municipal comments. 
 

•The number of open houses and the locations were determined to maximize cost effectiveness, 
staff resources and overall County coverage. All events were well attended by the public and 
municipal elected. 

 
•In September 2016 staff issued a letter to municipalities advising of the upcoming open houses 
and requested that the dates and locations be posted on their websites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•County staff created a direct email account for all public email correspondence. 
 

•Staff issued letters to all abutting landowners providing an update on the corridor purchase. 
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CPR 
TRANS CANADA TRAIL  
CN 
K&P 
PPJ 
WATER FRONT TRAIL 
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K & P Trail 



Economic Importance 

•X-country skiing: 43,648 
 

•Snowmobiling: 18,801 
 

•ATVing:  41,404 
 

•Cycling:  7,562 
 

•Hiking: 118,057 
 

•Wildlife/Birdwatching:  83,163 
* 2015 Renfrew County tourism profile from the research division at MTCS 
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Economic Importance 

•$773 million – Cycling Economic Benefit 
 

•$36 million – Equestrian Economic Benefit 
 

•$720 million – Mountain Biking Economic Benefit 
 

•$70 million – Off-Road Motorcycling Economic 
Benefit 
 
* MTCS presentation at the national trail event in Ottawa 2017 – 2014 data 
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Economic Importance 

* national trail event in Ottawa 2017 
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Economic Importance 
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Operating Budget 
 2017 operating budget - $140,000.  
 
 Costs will be offset with revenues from existing leases and partnerships with 

different trail organizations and stakeholders. Current annual lease revenues from 
existing leases are $64,368.04 of which $53,499.04 are in the County of Renfrew. 
Will also receive revenues from grant applications.  

  

   

Brushing 
Fencing 
Mowing 
Signage 
Inspection 
Garbage 
Bridge repairs 
Gates 
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County Council Resolutions  

 
  
 
 
 
 
  

   

Asset Donation 
April 28, 2017 DP-CC-16-04-26 THAT County Council pass a By-law to enter into an Asset Donation Agreement with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company for lands located between Smiths Falls, Ontario and Mattawa, Ontario. 
 

County of Renfrew Trails Strategy 
May 25, 2016 DP-CC-16-05-34 
THAT County Council approves the County of Renfrew Trails Strategy as amended to include ATVs.  
 

Ottawa Valley Recreation Trail Name 
August 31, 2016 DP-CC-16-08-52  
THAT County Council approves the official name for the 296 km Canadian Pacific (CP) corridor which runs from Lanark County through Renfrew 
County to the Township of Papineau-Cameron as the Ottawa Valley Recreation Trail; AND FURTHER THAT the individual Partners retain the right 
to name their separate sections of the trail.  
 

Algonquin Trail Name 
October 26, 2016 DP-CC-16-10-73   
THAT County Council approves that the name of the Renfrew County section of the Ottawa Valley Recreation Trail be the ‘Algonquin Trail’. 
 

Algonquin Trail Revenues 
February 22, 2017 DP-CC-17-02-12  
THAT County Council proceed with receipt of all lease revenues for the Algonquin Trail, including the lease revenues with the municipalities. 
 

Multi-use Trail 
June 28, 2017 DP-CC-17-06-52  
THAT the County of Renfrew portion of the Ottawa Valley Recreation Trail, the Algonquin Trail, be designated as multi-use; AND FURTHER THAT 
the definition of multi-use include all methods of self-propelled transportation, as well as horseback riding, snowmobiles, and off-road vehicles 
as defined by the Off-Road Vehicles Act, O. Reg 316/03, s. 1, as amended which are commonly referred to as all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and side-
by-sides; AND FURTHER THAT if a local municipality comes forward with bypass and/or twinning solutions for motorized and non-motorized 
vehicles that they are prepared to support and fund, that County Council would consider such alternatives. 
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Planning 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

   

 
 
 
 
 

• Provincial Policy Statement 
 

• Official Plan 
 

• Zoning By-law 
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Municipal Act    
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Support 
To date the County of Renfrew has been successful in its application for grant dollars 
through a variety of funding streams.  Below is a summary of grants received to date 
and used to offset expenditures.  
 
  
Grants/Funding Received to Date 
 
Ontario Highlands Tourism Organization $17,500 
 
TransCanada Pipeline Grant $20,000 
 
Renfrew County Community Futures Development Corporation $35,000 
 
2017 Pembroke Zombie Thrill Run $35,000 
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Ontario Municipal Commuter Cycling (OMCC) Program  
   

 
 
 
 
 

Applications were prepared for the following municipalities for $25,000 
each and all applications were successful. 
 
• Town of Arnprior, Town of Laurentian Hills, Town of Renfrew, 

Township of Horton, Township of Laurentian Valley, Township of 
Whitewater Region, Township of Greater Madawaska, Township of 
Admaston/Bromley and the City of Pembroke. $225,000 

 
The County also applied for trail improvements and hardened shoulders 
on County Roads. $372,360 
 
The County invited all municipalities along the Algonquin Trail and the 
City of Pembroke to a staff to staff meeting on January 18, 2018 to 
discuss and receive input on the OMCC program. 
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Ministry of Transportation 
   

 
 
 
 
 

•Structures 
 

•Hardened Shoulders 
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Discovery Routes 



Snowmobile Clubs 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

The snowmobile clubs have been successful in obtaining $360,050 in funding to improve the 
Algonquin Trail with decking and improvement to structures, control gating, brushing, grading 
and signage and have requested permission to access a number of sections of the Algonquin 
Trail. 
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Snowmobile & RCATV Clubs 
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Next Steps 
  
  

   

 
• Management Plan (based on the K&P Management Plan) 
• Terms of Reference for the Algonquin Trail Advisory Committee – Nov 2017 
• All requests for use will be sent to the Director of  Development & Property for 

review and if necessary forwarded to Algonquin Trail Advisory Committee, 
Development & Property Committee and County Council. 
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Questions?   
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