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OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY WARDEN

August 27,2014

The Honourable Kathleen Wynne
Premier of Ontario

Room 281, Main Legislature Building
Queen’s Park

Toronto, ON M7A LA]

Dear Honourable Wynne:

Please be advised that at a meeting of Council of the Corporation of the County of Renfrew on August 27,2014
the following resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS in December 2000, the Province of Ontario passed the Continwed Protection for Property
Taxpayers Act, (Bill 140);

WHEREAS the Continued Protection for Property Taxpayers Act, among other maiters, exempted certain
hydro-electric stations and poles and wires from municipal taxation as of January 1, 2001,

WHEREAS the Continued Protection for Property Taxpayers Act removed the right and authority of affected
municipalities across the Province to levy property lax notices to hydro-electric stations, poles and wires,
representing significant taxable property assessment;

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario replaced the above noted rights and authority o tax hvdro-electric
stations, poles and wires with a compensatory payment, kKnown as the Power Dam Special Paymenit Frogram,
equivalent to the taxes levied on ihe subject structures in 2000;

WHEREAS the amount of payments under the Power Dam Special Payment Program were adjusted for the
Consumer Price Index in some but not all vears, an adjustment which did not keep pace with either changes in
municipal taxation rates or cosis;

WHEREAS the above noted changes resulted in an unfair shift in taxation fo the remaining property
assessment base, move specifically to residents and businesses alike;

WHEREAS upon exempting from municipal property taxation, hyvdro-electric stations. poles and wires that
had been subject to such taxation, the Province of Oniario amended the Electricity Act, 1998 requiring the
owners of the subject siructures to then pay fo the Province of Ontario a Gross Revenue Charge (GRC) of
three componenis:

e A property fax component payable to the Minisier of Finance

e A property fax component payable to the Ontario Electricity F inancial Corporation

s A water rental component payable to the Minister of Finance,

WHEREAS in July 2014, the Province of Ontario introduced Bill 14, Building Opportunity and Securing Our
Future Act (Budget Measures) which phoses down or decreases the Power Dam Special Payment Program for
hydro-electric stations, poles and wives by 23.53% by 2017, starting in 201 5

WHEREAS the reduction i the Power Dam Special Payment Program will result in a reduction of arnual
reveries for affected municipalities by 2017
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WHEREAS District Social Services Administration Boards (DSSAB's) that use the proceeds of the Power
Dam Special Pavment Program as part of their funding formula will also be directly affecied, thereby
affecting municipalities who do not participate in the Power Dam Special Payment Program;

WHEREAS many municipalities ave alreadv struggling as a result of accelerated cuts to the Ontario
Municipal Parmership Fund (OMPF), the unknown aspects of a new OPP Billing Model, the elimination of
the Connecting Link Program and other culs;

WHEREAS as a resuit of veductions in the Power Dam Special Payment Program, affected municipalities may
not be able to meet their fiduciary obligations,

WHEREAS the reduction in the Power Dam Special Payment Program is punitive in nature,

WHEREAS the Power Dam Special Payment Program is very small when compared to the nudti-billion dollar
annual budget of the Province of Ontaric vet the impact of the decreased funding is devastating for affected

municipalities;

WHEREAS affected municipalities will have 1o increase property tax rates to the remaining property
assessment base (assessment in some cases which is decreasing) to compensate for the loss of revenue or be

Jorced to significantly compromise municipal services;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Corporation of the County of Renfrew request that the Gavernment
in the Province of Ontario reverse the decision to decrease funding io the Power Dam Special Payment

Program;

FURTHER that the Province of Ontario also be requested to annually increase the amount of funding by the
amount of any change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to compensate for the increase in municipal costs,

AND FURTHER that a copy of the Resolution be sent to the Premier of the Province of Ontario, the Minister
of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs cnd Housing, John Yakabuski, MPP Renfrew-Nipissing-
Pembroke. the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus
(EOWC), and all Iocal municipalities in the County of Renfrew.

Your government’s positive response to this resolution would be appreciated. 1If you have any questions
pertaining to the resolution or would like to discuss this matter in further detail, please contact me.

Peter R Emon, Warden
County of Renfrew
wardeni@countyofrenfrew.on.ca
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¢ Hoenourable Charles Sousa, Minister of Finance
Honourable Ted McMeekin, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
John Yakabuski, MPP. Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Eastern Untaric Wardens’ Cancus (EOW)
AH Loca! Municipalities in the County of Renfrew
Municipality of Wawa
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FOUR YEARYS OF FUNDING TO PROMOTE HEALTHY LIVING TO CHILDHEN AND
VORVTH N GHR COUNTY
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